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SILEC UPDATE

Kathleen Yamane, Director

Greetings from the fifth floor! I am very happy to write this message to our Eichi
graduates to bring everyone up to date with the activities of the Sapientia International
Language Education Center. We had a busy first semester! In May, Eichi hosted a two-
week program on Japanese language and culture for a group of students from Loras
College, our sister school in lowa. The five students stayed on campus with a group of
Eichi students for the first week and then had a homestay. During their stay, they
experienced a tea ceremony, flower arrangement and calligraphy lessons, and visits to
Kyoto, Nara and Shigaraki. Everyone seemed to have a great time! Our professors, staff
members and students warmly welcomed these visitors to the Eichi community. In July,
we had the opportunity to host a second group of students, from our sister school in
China. Fourteen students studying Japanese at University of Science and Technology of
Suzhou were with us at the beginning of summer vacation. In addition to their language
lessons, they enjoyed sightseeing in Kyoto and Kobe and a special visit to Matsushita
Denki in Osaka. Their get-togethers with Eichi students as well as the special session
with the Chinese students on campus were lively and animated. They worked hard to
practice their Japanese while they were here.

This summer, Eichi students are all over the globe. Professor Stephen Ryan is leading a
group of students to San Francisco and Loras College. Professor Tadashi Yamaguchi is
taking a group to Leon, Spain. Smaller groups of students are also studying at our sister
colleges in Suzhou, China and Angers, France. We all look forward to hearing their
stories and seeing their pictures when they return to Japan later this month.

Our French assistant teacher, Emilie and our Spanish assistant, Andres, will be
continuing with us next semester. We look forward to welcoming our new American
assistant, Daniel, in late September. We now also offer two levels of Chinese
conversation classes through SILEC, which have attracted many dedicated students of
Chinese. We are pleased that so many Eichi students are taking advantage of this
opportunity to practice languages with young native instructors. We will get to see the
results of their study at the Spanish and French Recitation Contest and the English
Speech Contest.

Any how about you? Let us tell you about some of the ways that SILEC can still be a part
of your lives and your study plans!
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