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(?p Creator of the universe
W You set the stars in the fieavens

5 / I *:'q and cause the sun to rise and set.
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Declaration

Today, on the 16th day of January, 2007, at Eichi University, we make the
our upcoming membership in the International Council of Universities of )
and the change of our English name to St. Thomas University of Osaka, in er to give fuller
expression to the teachings of Jesus Christ in the spirit of St. Thomas Aquinas. We seek to
establish a seat of learning based on his thought and teachings.

aration of|

Chair of the Board of Trustees President of STU
H.E. Leo Jun lkenaga Dr. Takehiko Oda
Witness: Witness:
Apostolic Nuncio to Japan Founder of IC-USTA
H.E. Alberto Bottari de Castello Dr. Gerardo Rocha
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I am honoured to be able to address the members of the faculty and students of this university as you adopt the name
“Saint Thomas University of Osaka,” and become a member of the International Council of St. Thomas Aquinas. St
Thomas Aquinas was Italian, and since I am also from Italy, I must say that [ am very happy that you are taking his name
and making him the patron of this university!...

St.Thomas became a great theologian who, as a teacher and writer, showed that human nature and God's grace, reason
and faith, work together as we try to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ in our lives. He was born into a noble family in
the Naples region, and at the age of 19 he joined the Dominican Order, and when they decided to send him to study in
Paris his parents opposed this, and actually locked him in their home for almost two years to prevent him going away.
He was determined to go, and finally they accepted his decision. He became a great scholar and teacher, was made a
saint in 1323, and was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in 1567.

Unlike St.Thomas, most of your parents I am sure are very happy that you are studying at university, but there are
many other obstacles that you will face in life. There are many challenges facing you in the years ahead, especially after
you graduate from university and enter society.You will have decisions to make about work, marriage and so on. You
will face competition from others at your workplace and in society. Competition in society is becoming more intense;
there is greater inequality in income and lifestyle; and the mass media everywhere is becoming more sophisticated in its
efforts to control our thoughts and make us consume more. I think it is important to try and understand society, the
different forces at work in society, and how we are influences by these forces. Communication with students in other
countries is very important in this. You will find that students in other countries too are anxious about their future, and
trying to understand the society in which they live...

Since there are so many choices which we have to make in life, there are times when we must be willing to take a
chance. We can never know ahead of time where our choices will lead us , so we must be willing to take a chance, we
must not be afraid to gamble. When we try and understand society, and experience the joys and sufferings of life, the
slrunger and wiser we bE‘COl“E.,.

Today as this university becomes Saint Thomas University of Osaka, and joins the International Council of Universities
of Saint Thomas Aquinas, I offer my congratulations, and my good wishes for your future as a Catholic university, and
for your increasing contacts with other universities around the world.
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